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two extremes. According to him, e^ery-day life and true
spirituality cannot be separated from each other. If the
world-culture is to be sound, it must find a way of uniting-
the two.
Progress of humanity from the material point of view
is not in any way unimportant If a man is required to
waste all his life only in the struggle for maintenance, he
can have no tim^ for higher things. Meher Baba advises
his disciples to discharge their worldly responsibilities
completely. If he finds any disciple neglecting his duties
he admonishes him. He teaches that those who can behave
properly in every-day life will certainly gain the higher
life. And those, who cannot attend well even to the ordinary
things of life, can never achieve anything of spirituality.
But at the same time, material achievements cannot be
looked upon as ends in themselves. If they are not com-
pletely subordinated to spiritual values, they are likely to be
used for destructive purposes. Even to-day, many scientific
inventions are used in wars for killing each other. The
kingdom of eternal harmony and joy can come only through
the spiritualimtion of life. The way to achieve it is not
bloodshed but kindness, not war but friendship, not enmity
but love.
People have forgotten the true and the lasting values
with the result that accumulation of wealth for selfish pur-
poses has been the guiding philosophy of individuals and
nations. This type of outlook has created in our social
structure pernicious class distinctions. There is a wide gulf
between the rich and the poor. The rich are in possession.
of abundance of wealth, whereas the poor are half-naked
and starving; and there is exploitation of the poor and.
the weak for selfish ends. Our political tangle expressing
itself through international rivalry and conflict is also due
to collective greed for money and power. Meher Baba,,
therefore, uncompromisingly denounces all forms of greed,

